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In the Gospel today we got to see a glimpse of Jesus in the glory of his divinity. A glory that was
usually hidden, but nonetheless present always. Of course, Jesus’s glory becomes our own in the
sacrament of baptism. And like Jesus, our true glory is often hidden; unlike Jesus, however, it is sin
that hides our glory away. One of the jobs of a Christian Community is to help each other rediscover
the glory of Christ that lies hidden within everyone and, once rediscovered, to help it shine forth.
That’s a lovely way of thinking about the work of the PPC: helping our parishioners rediscover the
light of Christ they hold within themselves and giving them opportunities to let it shine.

This month we learned the government’s roadmap for bringing us out of lockdown. That, with the
good news about the rollout of vaccines, has lifted everyone’s mood: there is a light at the end of
this tunnel. I think I have also noticed this in the increased attendance at Masses in recent weeks. I
long for the time when we can open all the benches, fill our churches and raise our voices in song!
We are not there yet, of course, but there are signs of hope and growth and a gradual reemergence
from lockdown in our parish. The celebration of First Holy Communion has given us some joy and
brought colour to our weekend Masses.

Listening to and then reading the hopes and dreams of the PPC and sisters, and other parishioners
who have shared their vision with me has filled me with joy and reaffirmed my belief that the Holy
Spirit is at work among us.

Summary Income/Expenditure (January 2021)
Collections - GiftAid and non-GiftAid £4,799.08
Rent of Premises £380.00
Candles £295.53
Piety/CTS £80.00
Fundraising/Donations £150.00

£5,554.61

Heating & Lighting £2,617.23
Repairs & Renewals £2,648.99

£5,266.22



Parish Stewardship Committee
We need to have a parish finance committee; however, I have decided to form a Parish Stewardship
Committee. Biblical stewardship is a much broader concept than just balancing the books. It
touches how we use all our resources, which are all gifts from God, for the building up of his
kingdom. Biblical stewardship involves the three-Ts: time, talents and treasures.

The Parish Stewardship Committee will take over the functions of the parish finance committee,
but they will also look more broadly at opportunities to grow stewardship of our time, talents and
treasures both as individuals and as a parish community. In some areas the PSC will overlap with
the PPC which will give some opportunities for collaboration and the sharing of ideas.

The members of the PSC are: Fr Christopher Hancock, Sr Mary Raphael, Ken Devlin, Chris Marshall,
Bernadette Osmilowski, Siobhan Carton and Teresa Lumsdon. The first meeting is on 21 March.

Digital Media Evangelisation Team
The Digital Media Evangelization Team will be responsible for growing the parish’s online presence
and the use of digital media in evangelisation. The team will both curate online content to make it
available to parishioners and create content to promote the parish and our mission.

We have asked the Acutis Project to help us with training. The members will be formalised this
week but there will be about 8-10 people on it. We plan to open this team to sixth-formers doing the
John Paul II award and we’re blessed to have so many talented people in our parish willing to use
their skills.

Novena to St Joseph
Every year the Mill Hill Missionaries celebrate a novena in honour of St Joseph. This year, the year
of St Joseph, the novena is particularly special. We will celebrate the novena after every Mass from
10 March onward.

Rewiring of St Mary’s
The project has started and the sacristy is mostly completed. The main work in the body of the
church is yet to be started and, like all building work, it will cause some disruption, especially to the
lunchtime Mass. It may mean that parts of the nave are unavailable for seating during the week.
While scaffolding is up, we may have to celebrate Mass in the hall.

Lent and Holy Week 2021
We have put online a number of resources to help parishioners celebrate Lent. We produced three
videos: for the rosary, a holy hour and the stations of the cross; we also made available prayer books
so people can follow along. The response has been very encouraging and people seem to appreciate
the resources and we have received a lot of positive feedback. We are blessed to have Frank who
professionally filmed and edited the videos.



The program or Holy Week is as follows:
Maundy Thursday: 6pm @ St Mary’s
Good Friday: 3pm @ St Mary’s and St Cecilia’s
Holy Saturday 8pm @ St Cecilia’s
Easter Sunday 10.30am @ St Mary’s (No evening Mass)

We still do not know what the restrictions will be for the celebration of the Holy Week ceremonies;
the bishops of England and Wales are currently preparing them. Clearly there will be no washing of
feet on Maundy Thursday, for example. There is also one baptism at the Easter Vigil, and we still
have to see how this can be safely celebrated.

RCIA
There are several adults who are enquiring about baptism/reception for Easter 2022. This year the
RCIA program has been done by the diocese online. While I am very grateful that this opportunity
was offered, it does mean that there has been a disconnect between the candidates and their parish
communities. That is probably inevitable given the lockdown and restrictions. However, moving
forward, we will need to think about our RCIA program. Diocesan and deanery programs can
supplement, but cannot replace a strong RCIA parish-based program. We will need to be ready to
launch a program for September 2021. Fr Emmanuel and I will continue to guide those who enquire
and meet with them occasionally to encourage them until they can join in a parish RCIA program.

First Holy Communions
We have continued to celebrate First Holy Communions during the weekend Masses. These children
should have celebrated the sacrament last May, but have been frustrated by various lockdowns and
restrictions. There are already plans in place for the children who are due to make their First Holy
Communion this year and for the next class to start in September.

Our sacramental preparation programs will require a lot of prayer and reflection.

Parish Census
In the parish office there are two boxes of index cards with the contact details of parishioners.
These were made several years ago and a lot of details have changed. Apart from being out of date,
there are questions about GDPR compliance. As we said last week, our parish will be different
post-COVID and this includes the membership. To be able to provide effective pastoral care we need
to have accurate information about our parishioners including a legal basis for holding and
processing that information.

In the next few weeks the parish will be exploring ways of conducting a census and of safely
keeping that information in a GDPR compliant manner. Ideally, the system will allow parishioners
(who are willing and able) to update their own information from the parish website. We will have to
think of a way of helping those who do not use digital technology (perhaps the DMET can help?).


